 Her education -Ybarra has maintained throughout her campaign that she would complete her doctorate in education from the University of Idaho in August. When the SpokesmanReview's Betsy Russell called the UI, she learned Ybarra obtained an educational specialist degree. That's still a rung above a master's degree and qualifies Ybarra to serve as a school district superintendent. But a doctorate -a degree Ybarra's Democratic rival Jana Jones holds -would require substantially more study, examinations and a dissertation.
Asked to explain, spokeswoman Melinda Nothern said Ybarra changed her mind and applied her credits toward the specialist degree but is still working toward a doctorate. UI confirmed that Ybarra was enrolled in both the specialist and doctorate programs last summer -but prior to that, she was engaged only in the specialist program. Wasden is not.
Until the three-member panel of the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals overturned Idaho's samesex marriage ban, Wasden defended it. But he stood aside while Otter asked all 11 members of the 9th Circuit to reconsider with this flimsy argument:
"The (three-member) panel misunderstood, and for the most part ignored, Gov. Otter's fundamental argument regarding how the panel's redefinition of an institution thousands of years old into a genderless union will negatively impact that institution, and with it Idaho and its citizens, especially children of heterosexuals."
Wasden still believes the federal bench set the bar too high for Idaho to defend its laws and constitution. He may take that argument to the U.S. Supreme Court -or possibly raise it in an entirely different civil rights case.
But here's how you know Wasden isn't playing politics: Either action he takes will come long after the Nov. 4 election.
JEERS ... to Lewiston Republican Mike Kingsley. After mischaracterizing his opponent, Rep. John Rusche's voting record on gun ownership rights, Kingsley is back with a new ad. This one accuses Rusche -the Democratic leader in the House -of not doing enough for education funding.
"Last spring after years of tough budgets, Idaho's Legislature passed the largest education budget since the recession, even though John Rusche voted against it," the ad begins.
Like many of his fellow Democrats, Rusche voted against the GOP school budgets -but not because he thought the state was spending too much. He argued that Otter and the GOP legislative majority continued to short-change education. Six years after they slashed budgets, lawmakers are still about $100 million short of restoring public school spending. Yet, Otter and the GOP still diverted millions into tax cuts and rainy day accounts. 
